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Drought ReviewDrought Review

• Some moderate drought in 2012

– Not widespread, peak in December
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Mid 70s West

Low 80s East
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Coming SoonComing Soon

• New Radar-based drought tools

– Standardized Precipitation Index

– Partially corrects for radar dry bias

• Publicly available before August

– Available for testing in next few weeks
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OutlookOutlook

• El Nino had a false start in Fall 2012

• Neutral conditions so far

• Little guidance for summer 2013

– Persistence suggest warmer than long 

term average

– No clue on precipitation pattern
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